CHAPTER X
THE  HINDU  VILLAGE  SCHOOL AND  TEMPLE
EVERY large village has its poet. His claim to
the title hangs on his command of words rather
than on the power to express himself in poetical
language. In the days when men could neither
read nor write, it was the duty of the so-called
poet of the village to relate the mythological and
historical traditions handed down to him by a long
line of ancestors. The object was to amuse and
beguile the time when the work of the day was
over, as well as to keep alive in the memory of the
present generation the heroic deeds of gods and
men in the past.
In these modern times the services of a reciter
of epics are not really required for the purpose.
Learned men of the West have translated the old
books of the East from the little-known classical
Sanscrit into English. From English it has been
an easy task to turn them into the vernaculars.
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